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Thereupon
IMANTS LESINSKIS
was called as a witness and, after being first duly sworn, was

examined and testified as follows:

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT

MR. BERZINS: What is your name, sir?

MR. SMITH: Beforevwe.begin, can we waive the formalitiés
regarding the deposition, signing, sealing, certification?

| MR. BERZINS: Yes; sure.

THE WITNESS: My name is Imants Lesinskis; first name,
I-m-a-n}t-s, second, L-e-s-i-n-s-k-i-s.

BY MR. BERZINS:

Q Mr. Lesinskis, there was a period in your life when you

‘were living in Latvia?

A Yes.

Q Now, when did you leave Latvia?

‘A I left Latvia on September 7, 1976.

Q Now, before you left Latvia on September 7, 1976, where

~were you employed, sir?

A B was chairman of the Latvian Committee for Cultural
Relations of Latvians Abroad.

Q For how long a period of time had you been chairman of
this committee?

A I was chairman of this committee since May the 30th, 1970.



oA

\ .
- .
g £ <
. £ e

Q During the’périod frgm September 7, 15;3, to May 30th, 1970,
what were your duties as chairman of this committee? What was the
nature of the work that you did?

A The committee officially was publishing the newspaper
Dzimdennes Balss, D-z-i-m-d-e-n-n-e-s B-a-1-s-s. .

\

MR. SMITH: I might propose -- I will give him a pen
and paper and the more difficult'words he can write out.

THE WITNESS: The committee was also receiving Latvians
from abroad and also Baltic Germans coming to Latvia,_enfertaining
them, organizing different cultural gatherings. Also, the committeg.
had a rather large correspondence with Létyians abroad, the United
States and other countries. That was the official -- and also, yes,
promoting different expositions of Latvian Soviet art, promoting
movie shows in Western countries organized by some activists of this
committee.

But the real task of the committee -- it was an arm of the
Soviet intelligence service, KGB. The goal was to collect political/
 scientific/socia1 information about Lat#ian communities living abroad
and also to organize -- to promote discurd among these communities,
trying to isolate leaders of established latvian organizations from
their following.. That was 1it.

BY MR. BERZINS:

Q What methods did this committee use In accomplishing this
particular objective that you mention?

A First of 211 it was propaganda through the newspaper,
Dzimdennes Balss. Also, the committee was promoting radio broadcasts
for Latvians living abroad. Also, by publishing books, mostly books

with the purpose to discredit the established leaders or active

workers of Latvian emigre organizations.
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using‘these meetings ffih these selected persons;;% order to get
information of value for the KGB. Any such meefing, any such conver-
sation, was recorded in written form. And also, members of the
committees were traveling abroad and establishing contacts with
selected personalities of Latvians abroad for the same purpose.

Q When you say to discredit leaders of the community here,
do you recall any specific methods that were used for discrediting
people? ' : : .

A First of all, the old generation was described as collabo-
rators of nationalist socialists during World War II, and the middle
and younger generation was described as being led by these alleged
war criminals and servants of nationalist socialists.

Q To the best of your recollection, were specific allega~'
tions of war crimes made against individual persons?

A Yes, plenty of such allegations. Starting with the
early 1960s there was a massive propaganda campalgn launched‘and
there are dozens of names I can use such as -- should I?

Q Let me ask you this, sir. Do you recall a book, the

title of which is Cilveki Bez Virdsapzimas?

MR. SMITH: I would .appreciate it if you could translate

it into English as well for me.

THE WITNESS: People Without Conscience. -

MR. BERZINS: That's an excellent trénslation.
BY MR+ BERZINS:

Q Do you recollect this specific book named People Without

. Conscience, translated from the Latvian?

A Yez, 1 recollect that.
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MR. SMITH: .i will object. TIf »ou are‘éoing to show it
to the witness, I would like it marked as an exhibit.
MR. BERZINS: 1It's merely a book.
MR. SMITH: It's merely an exhibit.
MR. BERZINS: Fine. \
(Thereupon, the document referred to above
was marked Defendant's Exhibit No. 1 for
identification.)
THE WiTNESS: Your question -- yes, I recollect this book. .
It was written by a certain Vilis Liepins who was then, and is now,,'
editor-in-chief of a district newspaper in Valmiera and he is a
well-known KGB (confidant). This particular book was ordered to him
by the Latvian KGB and issued by Dzimdennes Balss, the editorial
board, in 1961.
BY MR. BERZINS:
Q This particular book, defendant's exhibit number one --
to the best of your knowledge does it contain any false allégations
of war crimes?
A I consider that this book was written especilally with
the purpose and intention to slander the people described in this
book and the so-called documents produced there -- to my best
knowledge they are all falsification.
Q Now, did there come a time when another, similar book
to the one which has been marked as defendant's exhibit number one
was published by your organization?

A There were lots of books such as Daugavas Vanagi.

MR, SMITH: I'd like it marked as defendant's exhibit

number two,please.
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(fhereupon, the document referred to above
was marked Defendant's Exhibit No. 2 for
identification.)

THE WITNESS: Also, one year later, Politiskie Begu Bez

Maskas. -

MR. SMITH: 1I'd 1ike.it marked as defendant's exhibit
number three, please. |
| (Thereupon, the document referred to above
was marked Defendant's Exhibit No. 3 for
identification.)

THE WITNESS: Also, Vini Bez Maskas.

MR. SMITH: 1'd like it marked as defendant's exhibit
‘number four, please. |
| (Thereupon, the document referred to above
was marked Defendant's Exhibit No. 4 for
identification.)
THE WITNESS: That is just a compilation.of these two

former books, Daugavas and Politiskie Begu Bez Maskas, for Latvian

internal, domestic consumption. Daugavas Vanagi was translated into

‘English and German, and an abridged version was also published in

Swedish. Politiskie Begh Bez Maskas was translated into German

arnid English and was also published abroad. These three were not
circulated-in Latvia itself.
BY MR. BERZINS:
Q You are referring now to exhibits one, two and three for
identification. Those, you say, were not circulated at all in
Soviet-occupied Llatvia, 1s that correct?

A No, never.

Q Only this book, Vini Bez Maskas, defendant's exhibit




number four for identification, was for internal consumption in

Latvia?
A Yes, it was for domestic circulation.
Q Now, Mr. Lesinskis, are the other three books, in your

opinion, essentially similar to the first book that you have described
for us?

A Essentially, yes, sir. The information, in my opinion,
is completely unreliable and can't be used as truth.

Q Was the purpose of these books to disseminate reliable
information, or did these books have some other purpose?'

A | The only purpose, sir, was to discredit the leadership
and the active followers of Latvian nationalist associations in
Western countries. | |

Q - You have indicated to us that you were chairman of this
committee starting May 30, 1970. Were you also, in some other
capacity, connected with this committee before May 30, 19707

A Okay. On November 15, 1960, I became correspondént staff
member of Dzimdennes Balss and I worked in this capacity until
June 1st, 1961. After that I became an enployee of the Latvian
section of the Committee for Cultural Relations of>Countrymen Abroad,
and on September the 1st I was promoted there to editor-in-chief of
Dzimdennes Balss and worked in that capacity until my promotion to
chairman of the Lativan Committee for Cultural Relations of Latvians
Abroad.

Q Mr. Lesinskis, while you were editor of Dzimdennes Balss,
was that newspaper disseminated in Soviet-occupied Latvia?

A it was never disseminated in Soviet-occupied Latvia.

It was in the late 1960s, 1969 - that I'm not so sure about - that
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it was started to be girculated in Latvia. Untif;that period it
was never cifculated in Latvia.

Q Now, while you were editor of D:-imdennes Balss, the books
that you have described for us -- those were published during that
time period while you were working there?

A Yes.

Q Are you, yourself, familiar with the authors of these
‘books? Do you know who wrote these books? |

A Yes, I know.

Q The first one you have already cescribed for us, but what
about the other books?A Who wrote those?

A | Daugavas was written by Pauls Ducmanis who was -- during
the war he was an SS military journalist, and after the war, aé I
khow, he cooperated very closely with the KGB, and at that time he
wrote this book. He was sports editor of Rigas Balss; that's the
evening newspaper.

This book, Politiskie Begu Bez Maskas, was written by Arvids

Rupeiks, who was my deputy on Dzimdennes 3alss staff, with some
cooperation of a certain -- it is written there, B. Arklans -

(indicating Politiskie Begu Bez Maskas). In reality that was the

KGB major, Bernhards Borgs. And this book, Vini Bez Maskas, was
written or compiled by Arvids Rupeiks with some cooperation of Bernhards

Borgs.

Q The information that's contained in these books -- could
you tell us a little bit about who supplied the infbrmation,or where
did the zuthors obtain the information?

A i can tell more about Politiskie Begu Bez Maskas, about

the process, how it was made. First of all, the names were provided
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by EBernhards Borgs th;oﬁgh Arvids Rupeiks,.mostli‘persons who had

gome position in the Latvian immigrant communities abroad; After

that the staff members, under supervision of Rupeiks, looked through
the published articles in Dzimdennes Balss. If these persons on

the list were in some negative way reflected\already in the newspaper,
these articles were used. If not, the staff members were sent to
Latvian provincial towns and rural districts to collect some dis-
crediting information.

Also, there were effortg made in order to trace the whereabouts
of Latvian journalists during the German occupation of Latvia. -
If they were working in the Latvian pfess, all this was reflected
in the book in a negativé way, describing them as collaborators
of the nationalist socialist regime.

Q To the best of your recollectioﬁ, during the time that you
occupied these various positions on this committee, and as editor,
were there any trials im Riga of alleged Nazi war criminals?

A There were. One trial I attended in the capacity of court
reporter and I made a report for Dzimdannes Balss. This was the
so-called 18th police battalion trial early in 1961. Then there
was another trial, it seems, in 1963 or 1964. I didn't attend that
one. This trial was the trial against Eichelis Maikovskis. |

Q The frial that you did attend, what impression did it
leave upon-you? What did you hear, what did you see?

A I had had some legal training for four years and I was
offended in just looking at that kind of trial where the procedﬁres,
the witnesses -- many of the testimonies seemed to be heavily biased,
and also the defense was very weak. There was no defense, there

were -- some of the defendants' attorneys were using such language

A v
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as to incriminate the defendants, so it left a very sad impression

St

on me.

Q Mr. Lesinskis, during the period that you were working in
these various positions from November 15, 1960, to September 7, 1976,
did you personally come across, experience, or observe any instances
when Soviet judicial proceedings were tainted or in some other
respect irregular or rigged or whichever way you can characterize it?
Did you observe any such instances? '

A No, I didn't. I didn't attend court, but that's my
firm conviction, that in political trials there is no objectivity
in the Soviet Union.

Q When you say '"political trials," what do you mean?

A I, for instance, believe that this trial, the 18th béttalion
trial, was a political trial because all of the defendants had already
been tried and sentenced to long terms of imprisonment. Even under
Soviet law the trial procedures were 1llegal and there was no other
purpose of that trial than to make propaganda.

Q Do you know of any other trials of that sort, the only
purpose of which was to make propaganda? .

A Not from direct observation. There was that second one
against Eichelis Maikovskis -- there were some more, it seems, but
I didn't -- I have no direct knowledge.

Q Mr. Lesinskis, this committee of which ybu were chairman,
is that committée -- or was that committee affiliated with some
other organization in the Soviet Union or was that a totally independent
committee?

A The committee was totally dependent from the Latvian branch

of KGB. Thsre was always a KGB high-ranking officer attached to
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the committee, and another one was attached to'ﬁzfmdennes Balss
and any decisions were made after having consulted -- or is better
to say having taken orders from these KGB officers.
Q To your knowledge, did similar committees exist in

~Lithuania and Estonia? \

MR. SMITH: Objection. There's been no foundation laid
for that question. A'

“MR. BERZINS: I'm merely asking if they existed or not
existed.

"'MR. SMITH: And I'm objecting because there's beeén no
foundation. | |

MR. BERZINS: Mr. Lesinskis, to your knowledge were there
any other similar~cohmittees in existence in other republics of the
Soviet Union?

MR. SMITH: 1 object, no foundation.

MR. BERZINS: -Would .you please answer the question?

THE WITNESS: There was a central committee in Moscow.

BY MR. BERZINS:

Q . When you say the 'central committee,” do you recall the

name of it?
| A I mean the Soviet Committee for Cultural Relations of
Countrymen Abroad. By now it is called society, organization, Rodina.
Then, there were similar committees in Estonia, the Estonian Committee
for Cultural Relations for Estonians Abroad with its newspaper,
Kodumaa. Then, there was Lithuanian Committee for Cultural Relations
of Lithuanians Abroad.

MR. SMITH: I will move to strike any portion of this

answer not connected with the Estonian republic.
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BY MR. BERZING:

Q Please continue answering the question.

A There was a similar committee in Belorussian, a similar
committee in the Ukraine. Then there was a committee of that kind
in Armenia and a committeé of that kind in Georgia, and also a
branch of the Soviet committee in Kabardino-Balkarian.

Q To the best of your knowledge, what were the objectives or
purposes of these other committees?

MR. SMITH: Objection, no foundation.
BY MR. BERZINS:

Q Would you please answer the question?

A The purposes, sir, were the same. Any one of these
committees was just a branch of the local XGB.

Q Did you have any contacts with the Estonian committee?

A Yes, I had such contacts, working contacts, exchange of
experience. Yes, I did.

Q Were these contacts in meetings or by correspondence,
or how did you -- by telephone? How would you get in contact with
~each other?

A Mostly these were meetings, Estonians coming to Riga
to learn from our experience, and us going to Tallinn in order to
exchangé experiénce of the Estonians.

Q In the course of your exchanges with the Estonians, did
*you come across any allegations of war crimes that they were working
on that they informed you of?

A Yes, sir. They informed me -- obviously there was a
KGB officer going with me for these exchanges -- that they were

actively working on the war criminal theme and especially they
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mentioned a book pubif%hed about 1964 on the invorvement of Estonian

nationalists in war crimes.

Q Would you recall the name of that book at all or not?
A I can't recall. That was Estonian and I don't speak Estonian,
‘but the book -- there is a 'series published by the Estonian community

in Sweden, the Estonian people in World War II, and the book was
just made to look as part of this series.

Q Was that intended to be a forgery? What was it intended
‘to be?

MR. SMITH: I will object tO‘thét question.

THE WITNESS: I don't know of their intentions. Probaﬁly'
the intentions were the same as ours. |

BY MR. BERZINS: .

Q While you were employed in that position in Latvia, did

you hear ofiany or read of any war criminal trials in Estonia?
MR. SMITH: 1 will object to that. That's heresay.
THE WITNESS: I can't remember.
MR.. SMITH: I will withdraw my objection.
BY MR. BERZINS:

Q ° ‘Now, to the best of your recollection did the KGB Spec1f1ca11y,
at-any time, instruct you or your committee or your edltorlal board
to make war crimes allegations against specific people?

A - 0h, yes, yes. These instructions werekcoming on a contin-
uous basis. There were so-called candidacies, let's say: Vilis
Hazners, Boleslavs Maikovskis, Janis Zegners, and many, many others.

NR; SMITH: I will move to strike that.
BY MR. BERZINS:
Q In your opinion, are the witnesses who are called upon

to testify in political trials in the Soviet Union in some way
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influenced by the regime in the testimony they give?
MR. SMITH: Objection, there's been absolutely no foun-
dation fof that and it's a lay opinion in any case.
THE WITNESS: I have no knowledge of that.
BY MR. BERZINS:
- Q Do you know of any people who would be familiar with the

committee that was in Estonia and similar to your committee in

Latvia?
A I know several workers who were with this committee. .
Q Are any of them outside of Estonia now, in the West here?

A Not to my knowledge.
Q Do you know of any people out here in the West who are

familiar with the work of that committee in Estonia?

A I don't know. T have little contact with Estonians.
Q Mr. Lesinskis, what languages do ybuvspeak?
A 1 speak Létvian; French; German; as you see, a little bit

English; Swedish.

Q You speak Russian fluently, I take it?
A Yes.
Q Have you ever, while you were chairman of this particular

committee and worked with Dzimdennes Balss, read any Soviet legal'
journals at all?

MR. SMITH: I will object, it's irrelevant.

THE WITNESS: No.

BY MR. BERZINS:

Q Do you have an opinion as to why the Soviets would not per-

mit witnesses to come outvof the Soviet Union, out of Latvia in
particular and out of Estonia in particular, to testify in trials

here in the United States?



MR. SMITH: Objection, no foundétion-v'The witness is

obviously not qualified to answer that.
MR. BERZINS: Would you please answer the question?
THE WITNESS: -The Soviets are afraid to leave common

people out of KGB instructions or something like that, and all these

witnesses, or possible witnesses, usually belong to the older genera-

tion and they are test of regime. That is all speculation.

MR. SMITH: I move to strike it on that ground.

MR. BERZINS: What is your opinion regarding the reliability

of any witnesses who testify in any alleged war crimes trials in’

the Soviet Union, on Soviet soil?

MR. SMITH: Objection. Witness is unqualified to answer

that.

MR. BERZINS: Would you please answer?

THE WITNESS: Any witness knows that tﬁe charge for prose-
cution of all these war crimes, or alleged war crimes -- the KGB 1is

consideféd the most dreaded organization in the Soviet Union and
they would be -- they are, to the best of my knowledge, intimidated,
would be intimidated.
BY MR. BERZINS:
Q Do you happen to know a man by the name of Janis Vabulis?
I doﬁ't know.
"MR. BERZINS: 1 have no further questions at this time.

~

MR. SMITH: Let's take a five-minute break before cross-

examination.
(Thereupon, a short recess was taken

at this time, after which the following

proceedings were had.)



17

e

EXAMINATIQ& EY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAIN%fFé
BY MR. SMITH:
Q A few minutes ago on direct examination you referred to
one of the books now marked as defendant's exhibit -- I believe 1it's
exhibit number one, as containing what you believe té be false docu-
ments, 1s that correct? |

A Yes.

Q And these were put in for the purpose of propaganda, is
that correct?

A Yes, in order to slander the targets.

Q And these were targets who were known leaders of expatriate
communities abroad, Latvians?

A They were all clergymen, ministers.

Q Now, in connection with that book -- you recognize, I
think, the difference between the book itself as propaganda and the
documents contained in it as documents?

A That was not only my belief or something like that. It
was discussed in the KGB circles in 1961, that such a book was a
mistake because you couldn't really believe the excerpts of documents
:published there. They are unbelievable under any historical or
political point of view. You can make different approach and they're
grossvfalsification.

Q 1 understand that. What I am asking you is if you under-
stand the distincticn that I make between propaganda, such as one of
these books itself, and the term "document."

A Yes, I understand that.

Q Now, are you aware, based on your experience from 1960

to 1976 that you described on direct examination -- are you aware
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of requests from foreirgn governments, that' is go.crnments outside

‘the Soviet Union, for documents, not for propaganda but for legal

documents?

A I am not aware of such requests.

Q You are not aware of any such requests?

A No. \

Q Isn't it a fact that while yoﬁ were working in Riga in

the job that you described earlier, you were aware of requests from

the West German courts for documents?

A Yes, but first we send a translation.
Q A translation of what?
A Of an article published in Dzimdennes Balss, an article

on a certain Janis Zegners.

Q And this, sir, was a newspaper article in the way of

propaganda, is that right?

A Yes, it was.

Q Not a legal document.

A It was not a legal document.

Q And, in fact, in that case there were no legal documents

as such provided to the West Germans, were there?

A No.

Q Even though they had asked for them.

A They asked and there was no response because there were
no documents on Zeghers.

Q And, in fact, to the best of your knowledge there has never
been an instance, of which you are aware, of which a court, a legal |
court ocutside of the Soviet Union, has béen provided by the Soviets
~with a fals2 or forged document?

A Personally I have no such knowledge.



=y e

Q I believe you told us on direct examination that one
of your colleagues at one of the publications had been a journalist

with the SS during the war.

A He was not my colleague, he was working for another news-
paper.
| Q But it was a fact that he worked with the German SS?

A Yes.

Q And he was a Latvian?

A Fewas, yes.

Q So there were instances known to you pefsonally in which

‘Latvians actually did collatorate with the Germans in some capacity'
or other?
A Yes.

Q And to the best of your knowledge that happened also in

Estonia?
A Yes.
Q "~ To the best of your knowledge the Red Army in the latter

‘part of the Second World War was successful in capturing a great many
authentic German military records, weren't they?

A That I am not aware of. I can't say.

Q Are you aware of any instance, based on your personal
experience, in which the subject of one of your propagania efforts, -
any propaéanda effort in which you were involved, was alleged to have
been a member of a particular unit when, in fact, he was not a member
of that unit?

A No.

. Q When you said he was a member of a unit, he was a member of

that unit, right?

19



A I can't také;here such a generai-staﬂd,fyou know, but I
ém not aware of such errors.
Q So to the best of your knowledge, based on your experience,
when it was alleged that he was a member of a particular unit, he was

a member of that unit?

\

A Not in all cases. You know, there was a trend to put the
person into -- from a fighting unit to an execufioner squad, let's
say.

Q My question is, was there any occasion on which an indivi&ual

was alleged to have been a member of a particular unit, that is

such as a battalion, when, in fact, he was not a member of that

battalion?
A No.
Q What you have said to us, I think, is rather that particular

acts were attributed to a person as a member of the battalion.

A Yes.

Q = Have you seen any documents that have been -- strike that.
"Have you had the opportunity to examine any documents alleged to be
relevant to the Linnas case?

A No, never.

Q Are you, in fact, familiar with any of the facts connected
with fhe Linnas case?

A NO.

Q Do you have any idea where‘Mr. Linnas was during the Second
World War?

A No.

Q Do vyou have any personal knowledge, either from firsthand
experience or as a journalist, as to a (Vince Artuis) in Estonia

during the Szcond World War?

A No.
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Q Had you ever neard the name Karl Linnas Jefore you became

involved in this case?

A No.

Q So in your discussions with your Estonian colleagues about
your journalistic endeavors, you never had occasion to discuss this
case?

A No.

Q. ‘Based on your experience, can you tell us whether there
weré a great many people in Latvia and Estonia during the Second
World War who did personally observe the commission of crimes by the
Germans and their collaborators? |

A That I am unable to answer.

Q Based on your experience as a journalist and native of
Latvia, what is your Opinion? Do such peqple exist? Are tﬁere

true eyewitnesses?

A Yes, some, but not in large numbers.

Q But they do exist.

A I assumé SOo.

Q So it's entirely possible that a person who gives eyewitness

testimony in the Soviet Union, as anywhere .else, could be telling the

truth?
A That is possible, but --
Q {Interposing) Thank you.
| MR. SMITH: I have no further questions on cross.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT
BY MR. BERZINS:
Q Mr, Lesinskis, you were asked on cross-examination whether

it is possible that someone is telling the truth and I believe your



angwer was affirmati;cf Now, let me rephrése fé@é question for
you differently, if I may.
Is it probable that witnesses whom the Soviets find and
present in a so-called war crimes case are reliable?
A That is highly improbable.
MR. BERZINS: I have no furthér quéstions.
MR. SMITH: I move to strike that last answer. There's
been no foundation laid for that opinion.
RECROSS EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAINTIFF
BY MR. SMITH:
Q I believe you told us that in observing those trials,
or such trials as you personally saw in Latvia, you came to the

conclusion you have just expressed, that witnesses were unreliable

based on your personal observation of the witnesses. Is that correct?

A Yes.

Q You saw them and could tell that they were unreliable?

A Yes.

Q And if someone else saw them, he could tell that they were,

unreliable?

A It is very difficult to say. I had special legal knowledge,
I had four years of training at the Institute of International
Relations in criminal law and criminal law procedure, or court
procedure,.and these gross -- you know, not errors but just mistakes
made by the judges, in my opinion, made all this trial suspect,
and including the witness' testimony.:

Q But with regard to the reliability of the witnesses you
have just told us about, you were able to tell that they were unfe—

liable by virtue of your observation and your legal training.

A Yes.
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Q So another %e}son with legal trafningAiu%uld be able to
observe the witnesses and reach his own conclusion, isn't that correct?

A This trial was for the domestic public and with a more
selective approach to the witness by the KGB - they could explain
something better. That's my opinion and it was a hypothetical question
also.

Q .Have you ever observed the taking of testimony in the
Soviet Union for use in a Western judicial proceeding?

A Never.

MR. SMITH: I have no further questions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE DEFENDANT
BY MR. BERZINS:

Q Mr. Lesinskis, in yoqf opinion would the KGB have any
qualms or moral reservétions about training witnesses for giving
-testimony in the Soviet Union to be used here in the United States
in ongoing judicial proceedings?

MR. SMITH: Objection, there's been no foundation whatever
and the witness is unqualified to answer. |

MR. BERZINS: Please answer tiae question.

THE WITNESS: No, they would have no qualms.

MR. SMITH: And I'm certain it's also a fact -- I'm sorry,
do you have any further questions?

MR. BERZINS: No, go ahead.

RECROSS EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE PLAINTIFE

BY MR. SMITH:

Q I'm certain it's also a fact that there are individuals
in the Soviet Union, citizens of the Soviet Union, who witnessed

“events during the war, war crimes, and who are capable of giving



completely truthful fe;timony of those cri%es. ?Tﬁat's possible,
isn't it?

A It's possible. Still, it happened 40 years ago and these
witnesses mostly would be old, and then the nationalist socialists
were very eager to conceal any kind of executions and persons who
committed such crimes. Their names were held secret, so it was not
common knowledge who was committing these crimes. You had to be
‘with the criminals themselves.

Q But as I understand it, your answer is that it is entirely 
possible that a witness could give truthful testimony of what he
‘had actually seen?

A Yes.

Q And it would be for you, or any other viewer with legal
training, to look at that witness and decide whether he was telliﬁg
the truth or not as well as he could.

A (No response)

MR. SMITH: 1 will withdraw the question. I have no
further questions.

MR. BERZINS: I have no further questions.

(Thereupon, at 2:35 o'clock, p.m., the taking

of the deposition was concluded.)

(Thereupon, at 2:40 o'clock, p.m., this

record was reopened to include the following:)

MR. SMITH: I have asked that the record be reopened

simply so that I can let the record reflect my request that the exhibits
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in this deposition, that is defendant's exhibits one through four,
be made a part of the transcript of this deposition pursuant to
Rule 30(£f) (1) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. I have not
had the opportunity, or been provided the opportunity to copy these
exhibits and I have not been provided with copies. Therefore,
I am compelled to require, or ask, that the exhibits be made a part
of the record of today's proceeding. Mr. Berzins?

MR. BERZINS: Mr. Smith?

MR. SMITH: .Will you provide the originals as part of :
~today's record? |

MR. BERZINS: Mr. Smith, I am not a witness. I did not
come here to answer your questions.

MR. SMITH: Will you provide us with the originals or
with copies thereof?

MR. BERZINS: Do I have to repeat myseli?

MR. SMITH: Yes.

MR. BERZINS: I didn't come here to answer your questions.

MR. SMITH: I will, once again, make my request clear for
the record, that pursuant to the Federal Rules, that the exhibits
be made e part of the record as required. '

MR. BERZINS: (No response)

MR, SMITH: That's all I have.

(Thereupon, at 2:42 o'clock, p.m., the taking

of the deposition was concluded.)
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the parties to the action in which this deposition was taken, and
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